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N G Ā  M I H I  O  T E  W Ā
P Ō H U T U K A W A

G R E E T I N G S  I N  T H E  S E A S O N  O F
T H E  P Ō H U T U K A W A

T ē n ā  k o u t o u ,  

T h i s  k a w e r o n g o  ( n e w s l e t t e r )  i s  a n
u p d a t e  o n  t h e  r e c e n t  a c t i v i t y  a n d
p l a n n e d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h i n  C l i m a t e
H e a l t h  A o t e a r o a  ( C H A ) .  W e  i n t r o d u c e  a
n e w  C H A  c o o r d i n a t o r ;  o u r  p r e v i o u s
c o o r d i n a t o r ,  K e n  T a i a p a ,  i s  n o w
d e d i c a t i n g  h i s  w o r k  w i t h  C H A  a s  a
r e s e a r c h  f e l l o w .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t w o
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  a d v e r t i s e d ,  a  M ā o r i
M a s t e r  S c h o l a r s h i p  a n d  a n  e x t e r n a l
o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  S w i s s  C l i m a t e
S u m m e r  S c h o o l .  W e  o u t l i n e  s o m e  o f  t h e
c l i m a t e  h e a l t h  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  l e t t e r s ,
a r t i c l e s ,  a n d  r e p o r t s  p r o d u c e d  b y  C H A
m e m b e r s .  L a s t l y ,  w e  p r o v i d e  a n  u p d a t e
o n  s o m e  c l i m a t e  h e a l t h  n e w s .
W e  h o p e  y o u  a l l  h a v e  a  r e s t f u l  s u m m e r
b r e a k  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h
y o u  i n  2 0 2 3 .  



Ō  M Ā T O U  T Ā N G A T A
O U R  P E O P L E

D R  K E N  T A I A P A
C H A  R E S E A R C H  F E L L O W

Previously the CHA Coordinator and Research
Fellow, Ken Taiapa has been appointed as the
Climate Health Aotearoa Research Fellow and
is leading a Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga Ngā
Matakitenga grant. He has a background in
public health research and evaluation using
kaupapa Māori methodologies working with
Māori health and social service providers in a
range of contexts. His PhD work told the
story of a hapū mārakai initiative and the
healing that occurred through connecting
people to whenua. 

N O E L E E N  V E N T E R
T H E  N E W  C H A  C O O R D I N A T O R  
Noeleen Venter has been appointed as the new Climate
Health Aotearoa Coordinator. Noeleen, based in
Ōtepoti, has recently completed her Master's in Public
Health and has worked in several Assistant Research
Fellow roles with the Department of Preventive and
Social Medicine, University of Otago. If she isn't in a
cafe with a good book, then she is either riding her
bike, swimming in the ocean, or running the beautiful
trails in Te Waipounamu | South Island.  

J O I N  O U R  T E A M
M Ā O R I  M A S T E R S
S C H O L A R S H I P
O P P E R T U N I T Y
Applications are invited for a Masters
scholarship designed to help develop and
apply skills in a research Masters
programme that contributes to
understanding on oranga taiao/hauora
tangata (healthy environments/healthy
people), with a focus on climate change
and health.

The scholarship is funded by the Institute
of Environmental Science and Research
(ESR). It will provide one year of research
Masters funding for a full-time Māori
student enrolled at Te Whare Wānanga o
Ōtākou (University of Otago).

For more information on the scholarship
and how to apply follow this link.

https://www.otago.ac.nz/postgraduate/research-opportunities/OTAGO0237321


N A V I G A T I N G  F U N D A M E N T A L
T E N S I O N S  T O W A R D S  A
D E C O L O N I A L  R E L A T I O N A L
V I S I O N  O F  P L A N E T A R Y
H E A L T H

Ō  M Ā T O U  M A H I  
O U R  W O R K  

In October 2022, our co-directors, Rhys Jones
and Alex Macmillan alongside Papaarangi
Reid, published a personal view article in The
Lancet Planetary Health. Read more here.

" . . . G I V E N  P L A N E T A R Y  H E A L T H ' S
D O M I N A N T  C O L O N I A L  A N D
C A P I T A L I S T  U N D E R P I N N I N G
I D E O L O G I E S ,  I T  R I S K S
R E I N S C R I B I N G  T H E  S A M E
E X P L O I T A T I V E  P O W E R  D Y N A M I C S
T H A T  A R E  F U N D A M E N T A L  D R I V E R S
O F  G L O B A L  E C O L O G I C A L
C O L L A P S E . "

CHA Steering Committee member, Bridgette Masters-
Awatere and colleagues have published a research
report from the “Haumanu Hauora: Strengthening
health institution responsiveness to climate change”
project, funded by the Deep South National Science
Challenge. This research project investigated how
health institutions "develop Māori responsive policy as
a preparatory step in anticipation of climate change
impacts on Māori health."

Contact Bridgette directly for a copy of the report: 
 bridgette.masters-awatere@waikato.ac.nz 

H A U M A N U  H A U O R A :  
S T R E N G T H E N I N G  H E A L T H
I N S T I T U T I O N  M Ā O R I
R E S P O N S I V E N E S S  T O  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(22)00197-8/fulltext


Elsevier must end its fossil fuel
partnerships and subsidies
Alex Macmillan, Rhys Jones

Elsevier, The Lancet's publisher, continues to subsidise climate pollution through
analytic tools and new journals supporting coal, oil, and gas exploration and
extraction—an ongoing partnership that is morally and materially insupportable.
Richard Horton calls climate change the most important existential crisis facing
the human species,1 supported by the unjust burden of mortality and morbidity
catalogued in the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change. For human
safety, most known oil and gas, and almost all coal, must remain in the ground.
Further, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) now identifies
unethical lobbying by coal, oil, and gas industries as the major barrier to climate
action.

On behalf of Climate Health Aotearoa, a national climate change and health
research centre in New Zealand, we call on The Lancet's Editorial Board to
demand an end to Elsevier's support for fossil fuel industries. We urge The Lancet
Group to ensure Elsevier upholds the Group's ethical commitment: that the best
science must lead to better lives.

For the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change,  click here 
For more on Climate Health Aotearoa , click here
For IPCC reports, click here  
For The Lancet Group's pledge,  click here 

We declare no competing interests.
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A  L E T T E R
T O  T H E
L A N C E T

I n  A p r i l ,  o u r  C o - D i r e c t o r s  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  o n
b e h a l f  o f  C l i m a t e  H e a l t h  A o t e a r o a  t o  t h e
L a n c e t  t o  u r g e  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  c o m p a n y
E l s e v i e r  t o  e n d  f o s s i l  f u e l  p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d
s u b s i d i e s .  T h e  l e t t e r  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e
1 7  D e c e m b e r  i s s u e .   T h e  d e l a y  i n
p u b l i s h i n g  w a s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  E l s e v i e r  b o a r d
t o  r e s p o n d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  y e t
d o n e  s o .  R e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  b e l o w ,  o r  c l i c k
h e r e  t o  v i e w  t h e  l e t t e r  o n  t h e  L a n c e t
w e b p a g e .  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673622024187?via%3Dihub#bib1
https://www.thelancet.com/countdown-health-climate
http://www.climatehealthaotearoa.org.nz/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.thelancet.com/about-us
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673622024187?via%3Dihub#bbib1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEVGNeneYug
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(22)02418-7
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673622024187?via%3Dihub=


S H A R E  Y O U R
C L I M A T E  H E A L T H  
P R O J E C T S
P U B L I C A T I O N S
N E W S . . .  

P R O D U C I N G  A  H E A L T H Y ,
L O W  G R E E N H O U S E  G A S
A N D  W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y
F O O T P R I N T  D I E T  I N
A O T E A R O A ,  N E W
Z E A L A N D

5-6th July 2023 
Victoria University | Wellington

The biennial Healthcare Sustainability and
Climate Health Conference will be held on
the 5-6th July 2023. To be held at Victoria
University in Wellington. 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E :
C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
A N D  H E A L T H
C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 2 3

CHA Steering Committee member,
Cristina Cleghorn, alongside Richard
W. McDowell and colleagues recently
published an article in the Journal of
the Royal Society of New Zealand
about investigating two scenarios
aimed at delivering a healthy diet
while maximising profit and
minimising greenhouse gas and water-
quality footprint.

Click here to view the full article.  

G

R O W I N G  F O R  G O O

D

The CHA Kawerongo is a platform to share
our Research Network and Members'
climate health work and news.

If you have anything you would like to
share, please email:
climatechangeandhealth@lists.otago.ac.nz 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03036758.2022.2137532
mailto:climatechangeandhealth@lists.otago.ac.nz


JUST
SUSTA INAB IL ITY
Professor Julian Agyeman spoke on just
sustainabilities in policy, planning and practice at the
annual Ron Lister Public Lecture in November this
year at the University of Otago. Notes on his talk can
be found here.

“ I  D E F I N E  J U S T  S T A I N A B I L I T I E S  A S  T H E
A B I L I T Y  O F  P E O P L E  A S  I N D I V I D U A L S  A N D
C O M M U N I T I E S  T O  H A V E  A  G O O D  Q U A L I T Y
O F  L I F E  A N D  W E L L B E I N G ,  D E L I V E R E D  I N  A
J U S T  A N D  E Q U I T A B L E  M A N N E R  W H I L E
L I V I N G  W I T H I N  T H E  L I M I T S  O F
S U P P O R T I N G  E C O S Y S T E M S ”  

K A W E P Ū R O N G O
N E W S   

STUFF
Heat and Eat Interactive Article

Recently Kate Newton and Felippe Rodrigues
published an interactive article on Stuff,
illustrating the climate impact of food. 

THE CONVERSATION
Human Rights Arguments in Climate
Change Action. 

In the weekly synthesis of academic insight
on solutions to climate change, this article
discusses how human rights legislation is
emerging as an important check on industries
intent on releasing dangerous quantities of
planet-warming gases.

Oeschger Centre for Climate Change
Research: Summer School 2023
3rd - 8th Sepetmeber 2023

"The 21st International Swiss Climate Summer
School focuses on the theme “Climate- Water-Energy-
Food-Nexus”. The purpose of this highly
interdisciplinary summer school is to bring early
stage researchers in touch with established scientists
from different disciplines to bridge the topic of
climate change with sustainable development goals
strongly focusing on social, economic, and humanity
aspects."

All early career researchers are encouraged to
apply, the application deadline is the 17th of
February 2023. 

Click here for more information and how to apply. 

https://www.otago.ac.nz/otagobulletin/news/otago0236974.html
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/carbon-footprint-food-choices/
https://theconversationuk.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/r/A70A92642CCC99792540EF23F30FEDED/CE87D82E15FA5F6C25D77A725F39070E?alternativeLink=False
https://www.oeschger.unibe.ch/studies/summer_school/2023/index_eng.html

