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T ē n ā  k o u t o u ,
 

T h e  f i r s t  f e w  m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 4  h a v e
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  e n o r m i t y  o f  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  w e
f a c e  i n  a d v a n c i n g  o r a n g a  t a n g a t a  a n d  o r a n g a
t a i a o .  T h e  n e w  c o a l i t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s
l a u n c h e d  a n  o u t r i g h t  a s s a u l t  o n  p u b l i c
h e a l t h ,  e q u i t y ,  I n d i g e n o u s  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t .  F r o m  a  C H A  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  o n e  o f
t h e  m o s t  c o n c e r n i n g  a c t i o n s  i s  t h e  F a s t - t r a c k
A p p r o v a l s  B i l l ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  M i n i s t e r s
t o  o v e r r i d e  e x i s t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p r o t e c t i o n s .  W e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o
m a k e  a  s u b m i s s i o n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  b i l l  –  s e e
p a g e  6  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s
a n d  g u i d a n c e .  T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f
t h e  o n g o i n g  a d v o c a c y  w e  w i l l  a l l  n e e d  t o
e n g a g e  i n  t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  ‘ t h r e e - h e a d e d
t a n i w h a ’  a n d  i t s  a n t i - s c i e n c e ,  a n t i - n a t u r e  a n d
a n t i - d e m o c r a c y  a g e n d a .
 
K a  w h a w h a i  t o n u  t ā t o u .
 

M a u r i  o r a ,
 

R h y s  J o n e s ,  C H A  C o - D i r e c t o r
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A U T U M N

N G Ā  M I H I  O  T E  W Ā
N G A H U R U



Ō  M Ā T O U  T Ā N G A T A
O U R  P E O P L E

S H A U N  A W A T E R E
RESEARCHER  -  T A N G A T A  W H E N U A
C A U C U S

Dr. Shaun Awatere (BMS MMS PhD, Ngāti
Porou) is the Kaihautū Research Impact Lead
at Manaaki Whenua Landcare Pou Pātai, Ngā
Pae o te Māramatanga | New Zealand’s Māori
Centre of Research Excellence.

Shaun’s work involves improving the
incorporation of Māori values into economic
decision-making for collective assets that will
enable Māori organisations to make more
kaupapa Māori attuned decisions. This mahi
identifies the trade-offs between short-term
gain from expanding production and the
additional costs of environmental mitigation
versus the long-term benefits from managing
collective assets in a more sustainable
manner. With an applied focus to his work,
Shaun has been active supporting Māori
manage collective assets in a more
sustainable manner consistent with the
kaupapa-Māori principles of kaitiekitanga,
manaakitanga and whakatipu rawa. 

He is currently engaged in research and
policy to help prepare iwi/hapū Māori for
climate change mitigation and adaptation
planning. Shaun and a team of Nga Pae o Te
Māramatanga researchers have recently
summarised the latest research and guidance
surrounding observed and projected climate
change impacts on whānau/hapū/iwi and
Māori business in Aotearoa-New Zealand.
This research considers the implications of
these changes for diverse interests and
investments, and provides commentary about
risk and uncertainty, knowledge gaps, and
options for climate change mitigation and
adaptation. 
 
Manaaki Whenua are also working in a more
coordinated way to develop the capability of
early career Māori researchers. We have a
number of Māori summer internship
opportunities that are supported by our
Manaaki Taiao (Māori Research Team) to
develop new skills and explore how science
and mātauranga Māori can support
whānau/hapū/iwi and communities make
better decisions for the environment. Our
Manaaki Taiao team mentors each of our
summer interns to provide cultural
mentorship and support. At the same time,
technical supervision of our interns is the
responsibility of the scientist/researcher
within a research programme. 



Dr Caroline Shaw is an Associate Professor in
the Department of Public Health, University of
Otago Wellington. She is a public health
medicine specialist and through a circuitous
route she now works in climate health. In
hindsight, this was inevitable, given her
support for environmental causes since age 15.

Caroline grew up in Te Awa Kairangi (Lower
Hutt) and now lives in Te Whanganui a Tara
where she enjoys sea swimming, reading and
running along Te Akau-tangi/Evans Bay hoping
to see dolphins, orca or whales.

C A R O L I N E  S H A W
RESEARCHER  -  T A N G A T A  T I R I T I
C A U C U S

Her research is mainly centred on transport and health (human and planetary) with a strong
focus on equity. She is currently finishing up an HRC funded project looking at the health,
health system, environmental and equity impacts of moving to a low carbon transport system
in Aotearoa. The main output of this work involved modelling the transport pathways towards
net zero outlined by He Pou a Rangi/ Climate Change Commission. This work has shown that,
by 2050, the different pathways have quite different health and health equity outcomes and
implications for the health system, despite having very similar GHGe reductions. It also shows
that equity in the transport system (eg which groups are cycling or walking or driving more or
less) matters a lot for health equity, highlighting the importance of decisions made by
transport policy makers, planners and engineers.

She has also spent time in the last few years undertaking work to document (in)equity in the
current transport system - both in transport patterns and in the health and environmental
outcomes of the transport system. The transport sector contrasts with health, where
monitoring for equity is a routine part of reporting. Examples of this work include an analysis
of Pacific peoples’ travel patterns and different patterns of travel by gender.

She also leads the research component of an ebike long term loan scheme being run by Kokiri
Marae, where 25 ebikes have been on long term loan to people who live in Wainuiomata. The
research involved interviewing people who have the bikes on loan before and after they have
received the ebikes. See here for a recording of some of the interviews with participants about
their experience with the ebikes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITyUS6n0U8c 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITyUS6n0U8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITyUS6n0U8c


K A E W A  S A V A G E
O U R  C H A - E S R  S C H O L A R S H I P
A W A R D E E
Tēna koutou katoa,
Tēnei te mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa.

He uri ahāu nō Ngāti Awa, Ngāti Rangitihi, Ngāi Tahu me Te
Whānau a Apanui me Tūwharetoa ki Tai hoki. Ko Kaewa
Savage tōku ingoa. I am a 22 year old Māori student who
grew up in Tauranga Moana where I have completed five
years of studies thus far. My academic background is an AUT
degree in Sport and Recreation (2021), Te Reo Māori 

Diploma - Te Tohu Paetahi, through The University of Waikato Tauranga Campus (2022) and I am
currently studying a Masters of Health Science specialising in Māori Health through Massey
University. My focus within my masters is around the importance of reconnection to the
environment for the health of our planet and people. Our taiao (environment) is depleting and it is
important that it is prioritised not only for it to flourish but for us as people. I have been adding to
my kete (basket) of knowledge through internships, my studies, my mahi and my whānau which
has supported me to learn and grow as a Wāhine Māori. My mahi I am currently in is Hēteri Ā
Nuku, a conservation programme for rangatahi through Department of Conservation. It is
enabling me to explore different career pathways in the taiao and attend wānanga where I am
able to learn from different pūkenga (knowledge holders) in the taiao space. I am grateful for the
opportunity I have been given through the CHA-ESR scholarship through my masters journey and I
look forward to connecting and learning with the organisations.

Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou,

Kaewa Savage

A N  U P D A T E  O N  T H E  L E G A L
C A S E  A G A I N S T  C L I M A T E
P O L L U T E R S

I n  o u r  M a y  2 0 2 2  n e w s l e t t e r  w e  w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  u p c o m i n g
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  c a s e  o f  C H A  m e m b e r  M i k e  S m i t h  ( N g ā p u h i / N g ā t i
K a h u ) .  T h i s  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  h e  h a s
t h e  r i g h t  t o  s u e  s e v e n  b i g  p o l l u t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  c a u s i n g
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  T h e  l a w y e r s  o f  t h e  p o l l u t i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a r g u e d
t h a t  b e c a u s e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a f f e c t s  e v e r y o n e ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e
d e a l t  w i t h  t h r o u g h  l a w s  a n d  P a r l i a m e n t .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t
s t a t e d  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  e v e r y o n e  i s  a f f e c t e d ,  s o m e  p e o p l e
a r e  a f f e c t e d  m o r e ,  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  S m i t h  c o u l d  b r i n g  a  c a s e  t o
t h e  c o u r t s .  T h i s  w a s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l  r u l i n g  t h a t
t h e  c r i s i s  w a s  t o o  b i g  a n d  u b i q u i t o u s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a t  t h i s  l e v e l .
I t  i s  u n k n o w n  w h e n  a  c o u r t  d a t e  w i l l  b e  s e t ,  b u t  t h e  c o u r t ’ s
r u l i n g  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n  i s  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d .  

I N  C A S E  Y O U
M I S S E D  I T . . .

http://www.climatehealthaotearoa.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CHA-Kawerongo-May-2022.pdf


S U S T A I N A B L E  N E W  Z E A L A N D  K A I
 

Ō  M Ā T O U  M A H I  
O U R  W O R K  

A  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  K ō r e r o  T a h i  2 0 2 4

T h i s  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4 ,  C H A  m e m b e r s
C r i s t i n a  C l e g h o r n  a n d  H e m i  E n r i g h t
p r e s e n t e d  a t  a  h u i  f o r  H e a l t h i e r  L i v e s  –
H e  O r a n g a  H a u o r a  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e
C h a l l e n g e  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  

T h e y  s p o k e  o f  h o w  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  d a t a
g a t h e r e d  f r o m  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  N e w
Z e a l a n d  K a i  p r o j e c t  c o u l d  i n f o r m  t h e
s e l e c t i o n  o f  v i a b l e  p o l i c i e s .
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  c o u l d
h e l p  b r i d g e  h e a l t h  d i s p a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n
M ā o r i  a n d  n o n - M ā o r i  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  w h i l e
a l s o  y i e l d i n g  h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
b e n e f i t s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  d e l v e d  i n t o  M ā o r i
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  h e a l t h y  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e
k a i ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h o w  p o l i c y  c a n  e m p o w e r
M ā o r i  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h  K a i
S o v e r e i g n t y ,  a n  e x e r c i s e  o f  T i n o
R a n g a t i r a t a n g a .  



This bill would allow a small number of Ministers to override all existing environmental
protections, including the Resource Management Act, and approve any project they deem
“regionally or nationally significant”.

Ministers’ speeches in parliament, interviews and the parties’ coalition agreements show a
clear emphasis on new mining projects, new four-lane roads (the ‘Roads of National
Significance’), and large-scale water storage like the Ruataniwha and Wairarapa dams that
would facilitate further intensification of our agricultural systems. 

Such projects have significant public health consequences, not least of all being
increased greenhouse gas emissions.

Make a submission and find more information (including the full Bill) through parliament’s
website here.
Read the Environmental Defence Society’s submission draft here. 
Consider writing your own as copy/paste submissions are less impactful (though still better
than no submission!). 
If you’re able, ask to speak to your submission. The more people speaking to Select
Committee, the more powerful the public voice will be. And, please alert others to this
submission process. Feel free to send them this information.  

I oppose the Fast Track Approvals Bill in its entirety. 
The Bill undermines democratic process, having been introduced under urgency
unnecessarily, not including projects to be fast-tracked, excluding the vast majority of the
public from having a say on projects that impact them, and allowing Ministers to ignore a
large number of existing laws. 
The Bill overrides decades of environmental protections in law that generations of New
Zealanders have worked for and undermines the enormous effort of the public to restore
our nature environment. 
The Bill puts too much power in the hands of individual Ministers, opens the door to
corrupt decision making and will worsen inequality. 
The Bill will inevitably have major impacts on public health as mining, large new roads and
water storage will increase our greenhouse gas emissions, have direct impacts on people’s
health such as contamination of drinking water and reduce our ability to invest in
sustainable transport, agriculture and other economic activities that would help
communities transition to a low-emissions economy. 
I oppose any projects that might be included in future lists of approved projects because
they have not gone through any democratic process and are likely to have major negative
consequences for communities, our environment, and our future. 

IMPORTANT CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

BY 1 9  APRIL  2024
O N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S  F A S T - T R A C K  A P P R O V A L S  B I L L

S U G G E S T E D  P O I N T S

https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/make-a-submission/document/54SCENV_SCF_083F0A7B-F182-41D5-0897-08DC3E31559C/fast-track-approvals-bill#RelatedAnchor
https://eds.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Draft-FT-Submission.pdf


An update on Elsevier’s support for fossil 
fuel industries

Since the publication of our December 2022 letter to 
The Lancet, CHA was contacted by a former employee of 
Elsevier who has been actively involved in advocating for the 
company to end its support for fossil fuel industries.
In coordination with the Union of Concerned Scientists, they 
have launched the Climate Rights Coalition to document their 
advocacy. 

In February 2024, along with 150+ partner groups, petition signatories, 
and other stakeholders, the Climate Rights Coalition  submitted a 
climate-related human rights complaint to The Special Procedures of the United
Nations Human Rights Council. CHA will be following this process and looks
forward to Elsevier’s response.

H E A L T H  A N D  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E :  A D A P T A T I O N
P O L I C Y  I N  A O T E A R O A  N E W
Z E A L A N D
CHA members Annette Bolton, Claire Salter,
Simon Hales and Alistair Woodward
published this Lancet piece recently. Read it
here.

" A T  P R E S E N T ,  A D A P T A T I O N  P O L I C Y
E M P H A S I S E S  P R O T E C T I O N  O F
H E A L T H  C A R E  F A C I L I T I E S  F R O M
C L I M A T E  E X T R E M E S ;  T H E R E  I S
I N S U F F I C I E N T  A T T E N T I O N  P A I D  T O
B R O A D E R  D E T E R M I N A N T S  O F
H E A L T H .  W E  A R G U E  F O R  G R E A T E R
H E A L T H  I N P U T  I N T O  A D A P T A T I O N
P L A N N I N G . ”  

T A U T O K O  |
S U P P O R T  
F O R  C H A
C O L L A B O R A T I O N

CHA aims to generate new, member-led
research. CHA can help with:

administrative support 
peer-review 
networking opportunities 
collaboration opportunities
dissemination in our newsletter or listserv

Contact us and we will help where we can!

https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(22)02418-7.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(22)02418-7.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(22)02418-7.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/
https://www.climaterightscoalition.com/
https://assets-global.website-files.com/64c13b149036e32a3059ca17/65d397dc62546df59aec28fe_Climate-rights-coalition-complaint-concerning-RELX.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666606523002729?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666606523002729?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666606523002729?via%3Dihub


S I G N  T H I S  P E T I T I O N  T O

P R O T E C T  
T E  A K A  W H A I  O R A

This January 2024 report from the World Economic
Forum predicts an additional 14.5 million deaths
and $12.5 trillion in global economic losses by
2050 due to climate-related factors. 

The first part of this paper describes the events
that are likely to result from the selected IPCC
scenarios and the cause-and-effect relationship
between these events and health outcomes. 

Based on the analysis of six chosen weather
events, a matrix was developed which identified
health outcomes, determined geographies at risk
and quantified and prioritised high-impact areas.
Outcomes included morbidity, mortality,
productivity and costs to the health system.  

Lastly, recommendations are made for building
resilient health systems through resistance and
recovery focused solutions, and the policies and
incentives needed to enable the health systems. 

Q U A N T I F Y I N G  T H E  I M P A C T  O F
C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  O N  H U M A N
H E A L T H

I N  C A S E  Y O U
M I S S E D  I T . . .

H E  K A W E P Ū R O N G O
I N  O T H E R  N E W S

T h i s  p e t i t i o n  c a l l s  o n  M i n i s t e r  o f  H e a l t h ,  H o n  D r .
S h a n e  R e t i  t o  c h a n g e  c o u r s e  a n d  k e e p  T e  A k a
W h a i  O r a .  T h i s  m u s t  i n c l u d e :

T h e  t r u l y  M ā o r i - l e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t     
f r o m  T e  W h a t u  O r a
T h e  p o w e r  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o m m i s s i o n
h a u o r a  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w o r k  f o r  M ā o r i
T h e  f r e e d o m  t o  a d v o c a t e  u n a p o l o g e t i c a l l y  f o r
M ā o r i  h e a l t h

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Quantifying_the_Impact_of_Climate_Change_on_Human_Health_2024.pdf
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/protect-te-aka-whai-ora
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/protect-te-aka-whai-ora
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/protect-te-aka-whai-ora
https://our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/protect-te-aka-whai-ora
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Quantifying_the_Impact_of_Climate_Change_on_Human_Health_2024.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Quantifying_the_Impact_of_Climate_Change_on_Human_Health_2024.pdf
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Quantifying_the_Impact_of_Climate_Change_on_Human_Health_2024.pdf


P A E  T U K U T U K U  
V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E

W H A K A P Ā
C O N T A C T  U S

T ē n ā ,  w h a k a p ā  m a i .  
G e t  i n  t o u c h .  N g ā  m i h i !

You received this email because you signed up for climatechangeandhealth@lists.otago.ac.nz 

T E  T I R I T I - B A S E D  F U T U R E S  A N D  A N T I - R A C I S M  
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M A R C H  1 6 - 2 5  2 0 2 4
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H T T P S : / / W W W . T I R I T I B A S E D F U T U R E S . I N F O /

H E  W H E N U A  R O N G O :  I N D I G E N O U S  S E E D ,  S O I L
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T Ā M A K I  M A K A U R A U ,  A O T E A R O A
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W H E N U A - R O N G O

C R I T I C A L  T I R I T I  A N A L Y S I S  W O R K S H O P
N O V O T E L ,  R O T O R U A  L A K E S I D E

O F F E R E D  B Y  D R  H E A T H E R  C A M E  &  A S S O C I A T E S
9 A M - 4 P M ,  S A T U R D A Y  1 3 T H  A P R I L  2 0 2 4
C O S T :  $ 4 5 0  P E R  P E R S O N ,  $ 4 0 0  F O R  P H A N Z  M E M B E R S
R E G I S T E R  A T :  W W W . H E A T H E R C A M E A S S O C I A T E S . C O M /

P A C I F I C  C L I M A T E  C O N F E R E N C E
O U R  O C E A N ,  O U R  H O M E  :  C L I M A T E  R E S I L I E N C E  F O R  A  B L U E
P A C I F I C
A P I A ,  S A M O A

2 0 - 2 3  M A Y  2 0 2 4
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N :  H T T P S : / / N U S . E D U . W S / 4 T H - P O P C C C /

H U I
u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s

http://www.climatehealthaotearoa.org.nz/
http://www.climatehealthaotearoa.org.nz/contact/
https://www.tiritibasedfutures.info/
https://www.papawhakaritorito.com/he-whenua-rongo
https://www.papawhakaritorito.com/he-whenua-rongo
http://www.heathercameassociates.com/
https://nus.edu.ws/4th-popccc/

